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INTERPRETIVE
DESCRIPTION

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH FOR APPLIED PRACTICE

SECOND EDITION




Nature of the Knowledge Needed for
Practice

* Processual
* Evolving
 Flexible

* Infinitely
Adaptive




Respect for Both Commonalities and
Differences

-




Draws inspiration from applied disciplinary
epistemology rather than borrowed theory

_— o@o




Ventures beyond description and
theorizing into interpretation




* Encourages creativity in the use of data
sources and inquiry approaches




* Builds knowledge mobilization into the
initial design logic
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Qualitative Data Analysis

r Notice Things )

About Collect

Things Things







Deductive vs Inductive Analysis

* General to specific (eg

theory to a particular instance
of it)

* Specific to general (eg
observations to
conceptualizing/theorizing)

Deductive Vs. Inductive

THEORY THEORY

TENTATIVE

HYPOTHESIS HYPOTHESIS

OBSERVATION

PATTERN

CONFIRMATION OBSERVATION




Coding and Sorting

* Organizing
* Attaching a signifier

e Stimulating constant
comparative analysis

If indicated
Level 4
Theories can emerge
from saturated
categories & themes

Level 3 Coding
Axial/Thematic Coding

Previous coding is studied to
develop highly refined themes

Level 2 Coding
Focused Coding, Category Development §

Level 2 Coding reexamines Level 1 Codes
and further focuses the data

Level 1 Coding
Initial Coding, Open Coding

Large guantities of raw qualitative data are
focused and labeled during Level 1 Coding




Constant Comparative Analysis

Initial

RAW DATA : ;
BITS Category Set Refinement Refinement Category Array
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Conventional vs Applied Studies

Conceptualizing an Entire Data® Extracting What
Set as an Integrated Whole Can be Learned

* Building a Case for a New Way

Organizing According to of Thinking about a
a Predetermined Phenomenon
Theoretical
Framework




Moving Beyond Recipes

* Coding
 Themes, patterns, categories

 Taxonomies vs findings

coding.. ...

InterpretationfarieciNterviews

Representatlve summarizing Atlasti th m
examples CONSUMING ¢ uctrictured e eS
Qroups quotationstranscripts NVivo words Style  based

comments focus Time
Coding quotes text




Transforming Data into Findings

Conceptualizing the Analytic Process:
Finding the Knowable
Beginning the Analytic Process:
Moving Beyond the Self-Evident
Enacting the Analytic Process:
Engaging the Mechanisms of Interpretation
Concluding the Analytic Process:

Envisioning the Research Product




Applied Data Analysis

* Understanding why you are doing
what you are doing

* Differentiating the technical from
the intellectual processes

e Capitalizing on your insights,
credibility checking and

“ interpretive capacity (what might

this mean? why might it matter?)




Working Your Data Set
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Participant #210

ronic Illness Communication Study n
Getting the

P Vo because, well actually my, my personal family
phy ian was right on it but she couldn’t get me in,

&7 . ) .
you know, within a six month period. .S I n d u Ctlve
24 ﬂ (J {ll

R: Oh, at that time?

P: Yeah, and I said that wasn’t good enough and, uh, . u

actually this doctor that I'm talking about, he's A i)
retired now an,_h&__“ggﬁstjﬁ o to Emergency, you —"i::jé%j '/ ? / »
know, intil they get tired [pf mg and, uh, you know, he B
says, TFWH-?BG*}ESQ,‘Ehat gets you in the system and
uh, so what I did was I went to Emergency one time

e T was in a major attack, I couldn’t feel

/thing and, uh, but then they practically ignored me
in the Emergency which I don’t, you know, I don't
discredit. them because-I don’t look like I"m in any
type of emergency and there’s more important.people,
um, but when they did examine me on my chart it said
that it was psyehosomatic, you know, so that’s what
they dlagpc/éd me as, not as, uh, big stress and
sturt,/‘Veah yeah, they didn't feel that, uh, I was
1qy4ng any type of an attack or any type of, since,
Jm, and, uh, so then it was about two years ago,
actually it was February the 14", um, I had an attack,
no it wasn't an attack but what happened was, uh, I
had a headache, a real major headache, I woke up with
it and I figured it was a sinus headache and, uh, so
con ued working all that week but it wouldn't go
away and like this was a Monday and I finished the
whole week and then come the next, the next Monday,
show up for work still and my, my vision was going
blurry and so I went and got a new pair of, uh, safety
glasses because I worked in a steel foundry d
because I figured they were getting all scraped and, é; 57
and, uh, still, you know, they're still all foggy and Z/A_/ 4y’ e -
blurry and so I talked to a couple of my co-work >
and I t6TH_EHEHT—;;TWEEEJT¥§EﬁgEﬁlnq must be wrong and /4'669€7§?2€77
so I finished the week with my eye getting worse and (/7
worse and really starting to hurt me and then the /S
Friday, I just couldn't take it anymore. I worked éﬁzé
about half the day and I left and, uh, as it was, I

don't know why but I had, already had, uh, um, what do
you call an eye doctor?

R: Optomologist.
P: Optomologist, um, lined up because I hadn't had my

eyes checked in like five, ten years and so I wanted
to have them checked and so it was a fluke, it just so




Working with
Notes and
Memos
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Practice structure

Novice to expert
Practice
Accessibl
scenario sreening
follow-up

Tailoring care
o Weighing risks and
benefits

o Comprehensive care
e Dequal

o Applying guidelines
e Educating patient
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The Contribution of Software
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Beyond Thematic Analysis

Transcribing data

) Familiarizing yourseli with your data { Reading and re-reading the data
I"...,__ Moting down initial ideas

N Coding interesting features of tha daita
Senerating initial codes —//————
" — . Collating data relevant to each coce
Checking if the themes work in relation to the coded exdracts
Searching for themesy —m™m™788mmmm —
. Generating a themalic "map” ofthe analysis

Checkingthemes

. Reviewingthemes ————————————

) — . generating 2 thematic "map”

Ongoing analysis to refine the specifics of each thame
s, Defning and naming themes -

' — . Ganerating definifons and names far each theme

Final analysis

Producing a scholarly repaort

32



Analytic Engagement

* \What similarities and differences
can we see between cases?

 What do we find that we expected
to find and what was unexpected

e What common ideas come up in all
or most cases?

 What story is emerging from these
accounts that needs telling?
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urvivor Interviews:
reliminary Thematic A
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Deepening your Analysis

Confirming your bases
Expanding on associations
Testing relationships
Capitalizing on outliers
Engaging the critic
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Distractors

A step-By-Step Guide To
Qualitative Data Analysis

Organization of the collected data
Transcribe the interviews,translate the
data.record the details.label the contents.

Identification of framework
The framework is the coding plan to
structure,label,and define data.

Sorting the data into a framework

framework f
Identifica urrent YO u r St O ryl I n e

themes,patterns present in the data.




Figuring out What Commonalities
Matter?

 What is already self-evident to your
audience?

* What kinds of insights might expand on
what people in the field aIready know?

* What is actually relevant | § .
to the applied & practice |§__§ N
world? TEs




And Explicitly Emphasizing Diversities

 What do they tell us
about the
phenomenoninthe =
real world?

* What insights can we
draw from the
diversities we see
about the possible
diversity of the real
world of practice?




Table of Contents

Major and minor sub-
headin gS . Origination: Mask of Sick

Transformed Identity

. Uniqueness
Syntax and grammatical Cancer as SYSIEMC e
Deconstruction: The Disintegrating Self
Unawareness
fO r m Abstractification
Personification
Reconstruction: The New Normal

Overall and internal Loy & i

Overcoming Vulnerability

sequence and structure  fews

Linkage and transitions



Understanding Lifestyle Management for Younger Women with
Spontaneous Coronary Artery Dissection [SCAD]

Life Prior to SCAD
a. Life before SCAD
b. Pre-event stressors
The Dissection Occurs and Arrival at Hospital . Lost in an Unfamiliar Diagnosis

a. Mental a. At the time of SCAD
b.  Social b. Hospitalization and discharge

v .PhYSical _ _ _ ¢. Life at home
Admission to Hospital, Hospital Stay and Discharge

a. lack of information
b. HCP lacked the knowledge .
N S a. Searching for a reason
The Gap Between Diagnosis and Seeing the Specialist b.  Comparing to others
a. Mental (why me?) c. Coping
b. Social (life on hold) d. Understanding the information context
¢. Physical (symptoms experienced
Life After Seeing the Specialist . Finding Support
a. Mental (getting some clarity) a. Impact of specialists
b. Physical (long wait) b. Cardio-pulmonary rehab
Cardiac Rehab and Social Media Support c. Social media
a. Mental {feelings about social media)
b. Social (barriers to cardiac rehab)
¢. Physical (physical impact)

Searching for a Better Understanding




Writing up Findings

* Coherent narrative
VS
* |temized collection of
“things”

(themes, categories,
subcategories)

Sandelowski, M. (2007). Words that should be
seen but not written. Research in Nursing &

Health, 30, 129-130.




Finding your Writer’s Voice

Three distinct writing elements:

* Narrative description of key
ideas (themes, patterns, main
story lines)

* |llustrative material to bring the
narrative to live and
demonstrate thematic variation

* Interpretive commentary to
explain what you think this
UEERE




Avoiding Common Analytic Hazards

* Premature closure
* Misinterpreting frequency

* Over-inscription of self

46



Formulating Findings for the Applied &

Practice Context

Hierarchy of Evidence

Randomized
Controlled Trials

Cohort Studies

Expert Opinion

Adopted from: Sackett DL, Straus SE, Ri WS, et al. Evidence-based medici

how to practice and teach EBM. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 2000

47



Interpretive Description invites the
researcher to articulate:

* Nature of disciplinary forestructure

 Justification for this particular study at this
point in time

* |Implications of data collection and analytic
approach choices

» Influence of context on conclusions & %55
* |Implications of findings on practice
insight (including new questions)



Issues of Rigor and Credibility

(@)

* Epistemological Integrity
* Representative Credibility

* Analytic Logic
* Interpretive Authority



And in terms of social contract.....

* Moral Defensibility

* Disciplinary Relevance
* Pragmatic Obligation
* Contextual Awareness
* Probable Truth




What Interpretive Description adds to
the available methodological options

e Capacity to design studies to
meet the knowledge needs of
the applied & practice
disciplines

* Freedom to depart from
methodological rules invented
for the intellectual projects of
other disciplines






